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THE LIBERATOR 

January 16, 1995 Clifford L. Grulee 

In 1950 the Rockefeller Foundation gave me an 
opportunity to visit and to study me~ical schoo~s 
throughout Latin America. At that t~me the soc~o
political environment was generally uns~able and 
governmental forms varie~ greatly. ~exlco was 
operating as a constitutl0nal republlc of ~orts, but 
seemed to be having a tremendous problem ~lth . . 
corruption. Colombia had just deposed ROJas pl~llla 
who had ruled as a ruthless dictator for approxlmately 
eight years. In Peru the vast diff~rences.between the 
rich and privileged and the other nlnety-e~ght percent 
of the people were most apparent. Chile in the early 
fifties had a liberal and democratically oriented 
president who was experiencing increasing difficulties. 
Argentina was nationalizing united states holdings such 
as the telephone company and a large part of the oil 
industry. The dictatorship of Juan Peron was in 
trouble and was pitted against elements of the 
military. Uruguay, because of its strong universities 
and its advanced status in cultural affairs, was still 
being considered to be the Athens of Latin America, but 
in the process of providing free government services 
was rapidly forcing the country into bankruptcy. 
Brazil was an enigma to me then as it remains to the 
present day. I had accumulated a limited knowledge of 
the Incas, the Aztecs and Montezuma, and I knew that 
Spain had built great fortresses in the Caribbean to 
protect its galleons which brought great treasure from 
the South American continent. I was woefully ignorant 
however, concerning the period from 1BOO to 1830 when' 
almost all South American countries were ready to 
revolt against Spanish rule. The rich history of this 
period is dominated by two men, Bolivar of Venezuela 
and Colombia, and San Martin of Argentina. The first 
of these statesmen-generals was born in Venezuela, but 
is now primarily identified with Colombia. He was of 
special interest to me, since I had spent parts of 
seven consecutive years in columbia as coordinator of a 



program in medical education developed by Tulane 
university and the Rockefeller Foundation. 
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In the development of the Liberation Mo~ement 
throughout Latin America, the importance o~ ltS 
beginnings in Venezuela cannot be over-estlmated. 
the first place, Bolivar was a member of , one of the 
leading families of Caracas. second~y, 1t was in 
Venezuela that the Royalists had thelr g~eat7st 
influence and power. To think that the lnstlgators of 
the revolt against spanish ru~e in,ve~ezuela and , 
elsewhere, were motivated by 1deal1st1c democratlc 
principles would be incorrect. They wanted home rule, 
but fully intended that it be obtained under a system 
which perpetuated the privileges and power of the 
wealthy. In Spain "purity of blood line" was almost a 
fetish and was required in all representatives of the 
Crown. Under this system, creoles or people who had 
been born in the colonies, enjoyed little status. 
Also, because few highly born Spanish ladies were 
willing to accept colonial life, many of the colonists 
who had been born in spain married native women and 
their progeny, therefore, were of mixed blood whether 
Indian, negro, or both. They could not meet the purity 
of blood standard that made them acceptable to King 
Ferdinand VII. This prejudicial policy was much 
resented and constituted a primary reason why Latin 
American patriots wanted to eliminate Spanish 
domination. Their actions during the Wars of 
Liberation, incidentally, were to demonstrate that the 
patriots could be just as cruel and inhuman in their 
methods as the Spanish had ever been. At one time 
after Napoleon had conquered Spain and Ferdinand VII, 
"the desired" was out of power, a fairly reasonable, 
and for the time, liberal constitution was introduced. 
Upon being returned to power, Ferdinand immediately 
cancelled the constitution and re-instituted all the 
old excesses while adding a few new ones. This 
unthinking attitude of the King and the consequences of 
the French conquest of spain certainly hastened the 
downfall of Spanish colonial rule. Adequate support 
for necessary colonial military operations could no 
longer be provided, and among the important nations of 
the world spain was essentially powerless. The 
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successful efforts of the British North American 
colonies in revolting against English rule, and the 
subsequent defeat of the British at the Battle of New 
Orleans in 1815, provided an example to emulate as the 
united states developed into a more or less successful 
undertaking. Also the defeat of Napoleon at Waterloo 
on June 18, 1815, had consequences which greatly 
assisted Bolivar. There soon was an over abundance of 
arms and trained professional soldiers some of each of 
which Bolivar was able to acquire or recruit with the 
help of British loans. These veterans formed the 
critically important English and Irish brigades of his 
armies. More important the end of the Napoleonic Wars 
gave Bolivar access to a group of skilled and loyal 
staff officers which were to prove crucial in his 
subsequent campaigns. Paradoxically both England and 
France in their political manoeuvreing had lent support 
to other colonial possessions in attaining freedom but . . . ' nelther was wllllng to formally help in the Latin 
American Liberation movement. Only Haiti provided 
tangible support and that was not great. Other 
Caribbean countries, however, did provide sanctuary and 
some protection for patriots during hard times. 

There were actually two Liberation Movements in 
Latin America. One of these had its origins in 
Venezuela and Colombia, with Bogota and cartegena 
declaring independence in 1810 and 1811 respectively. 
Caracas had already taken a similar action in 
Venezuela. The subsequent military campaigns proceeded 
down through colombia, Ecuador, and Bolivia, to Peru 
and Chile. The Liberation of Ecuador and Bolivia came 
in fairly rapid sequence and each was incorporated into 
Gran Colombia, along with Venezuela and Panama. 
Similar military efforts representing the second 
liberation movement were mounted in Argentina and 
proceeded westward over the Andes into Chile and Peru. 
If it had been possible to coalesce the two, it might 
have been possible to unite the entire south American 
continent under a single federated system of 
government. 

The leader of the Argentinean forces, General Jose 
de San Martin, met with his colombia counterpart, 
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General Simon Bolivar, in Quayaquil Ecuador on July 26, 
1822 to discuss how best to eliminate all Spanish 
domination in Latin America. At that meeting San 
Martin initially agreed to support Bolivar in the 
Liberation of Peru, but subsequent basic disagreement 
led to San Martin's decision to withdraw in favor of 
the forces of Bolivar. 

General San Martin fervently wished to free all of 
Hispanic America from the harsh rule of Spain, and had 
worked very hard in Argentina to make this possible. 
An extremely radical and controversial figure working 
with him in organizing resistance groups, raising 
troops and the necessary support for them, was Bernardo 
Monteagudo. His very swarthy skin and curly black hair 
led many to suspect that he was part negro. He had a 
brilliant mind and was utterly ruthless. He proceeded 
the General westward and played a key role in the 
liberation of Chile in 1817 to 1819, and the subsequent 
attempt to free Peru in 1820. As the intellectual 
leader of the Argentinean revolution, Monteagudo had 
become an ardent advocate of complete change, not only 
in government, but in the economic system, social 
mores, and even religious thinking. He hated 
everything Spanish and shared the same concept of a 
united South America as was espoused by Simon Bolivar. 
San Martin had made Monteagudo his Minister of State in 
Argentina, and it was probably only this high office 
that prevented his assassination while he was in Peru. 
In his usual operating style, he began confiscating 
Peruvian estates and either banishing or killing their 
owners, as well as other prominent royalists. As soon 
as San Martin had set sail for Quayaquil to meet 
Bolivar, Monteagudo was seized by agents of the 
opposition and was placed on a ship which was sailing 
for Panama without intermediate stops. When the two 
generals met aboard the Peruvian warship Macedonia, the 
news of Monteagudo's seizure and subsequent uprisings 
in Peru reached Bolivar before they were known to San 
Martin. Although no records of their shipboard meeting 
were kept, it was known that Bolivar insisted that he 
could only lead his army into Peru if he could be 
assured of a triumphant outcome, and unless he alone 
was in command. In other words, he was unwilling to 
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accept a cooperating and co-equal ro17 wit~ San Martin. 
arentl there was a substantlal dlfference 

AblStO, ap~hem asYto the type of government that would be 
e ween , N 'th r leader most desirable after liberatlon., el e 

thought that the general popul atlon,had the , 
sophistication or judgment to rule l~self, BOllva~efelt 
that if he were made President for llfe, , the peop 

ld have become sufficiently schooled ln self
w~~ernment by the time of his death a~ tO,be able to 
~perate as a federated group of,constltutlonal , 
republics. San Martin was convlnced that a Latln 
American monarchy had to be crea~e~, a~d even had ~een 
attempting to identify royal,famllle~ ln Europe WhlCh 
might be interested in offerlng candldates for the 
position. 

Bolivar first publicly introduced his concept of a 
federation of constitutional republics in writing to 
Bernardo O'Higgins, the Chilean liberator and San 
Martin in 1822. Also, at about this time he began to 
realize that he might have to impose his ideas by 
military force. War was real l y his element and so the 
possibility of continued fighting did not discourage or 
particularly displease him. His successful career thus 
far had been as a military dictator. Bolivar was 
anxious to move on to Quayaquil and sent General 
Antonio Jose Sucre de Alcala to secure the route. 
Sucre was forced to transport his troops at least part 
way by ship because the strongly positioned and 
fiercely royalist city of Pasto. His great victory at 
Pichincha in May of 1822 and the resulting capitulation 
of the people of Pasto cleared the path to Quayaquil 
Ecuador, and Bolivar was able to proceed in a leisurely 
manner on to Quito. Here he was welcomed with great 
enthusiasm, and in the victory parade in his honor a 
beautiful young "Quitana" Manuela Saenz threw him a 
laurel wreath from her balcony. At the ball that night 
their affair began in earnest. 

It was during the period which Manuela spent in 
Lima with her English husband, Dr. Thorne, that she 
became involved in revolutionary activities. Her 
courage and daring resulted in her receiving the "Order 
of the Sun" in 1822. 
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By this time the two leaders had begun cooperative 
operations, but on hearing that Quayaq~il was ,ready to 
accept the constitution of Gran Colomb1a, Bol1var sent 
troops there to forestall any plans that San Martin 
might be having to annex the city. H7 als~ kep~ the 
Argentinean and Peruvian troops 1n QU1t~ w1th h1m. 
Such circumstances certainly must have 1nfluence~ t~e 
negotiations between the two leaders. Further, 1t lS 
pertinent that San Martin had lost c~nsiderable f~vor 
in Peru. Following his military act1on,t~ take L1ma, 
he easily could have followed up b~ dec1s1vely , 
defeating the remains of the royal 1St army, but,dld 
not. As a consequence the new viceroy, a Peruvlan, , 
named La Serna was able to retreat into the Andes w1th 
his army reasonably intact. This failure to act was 
deeply resented, caused him to lose considerabl7 power, 
and even resulted in the desertion of some of hlS 
troops to the royalists. Going back to the meeting 
aboard the Macedonia, it was obvious that Bolivar had 
carefully weighed all the circumstances and was 
exceedingly well informed. San Martin first asked for 
the collaborative help of Bolivar in completing the 
conquest of Peru, and was willing to take a subordinate 
role in the enterprise. Bolivar politely declined. 
Next, San Martin requested that Bolivar supply him with 
the necessary troops to do the job. Bolivar offered 
2,000 men, an entirely inadequate number. Finally, San 
Martin returned to his staff admitting that he had 
under estimated his counterpart, and in essence had 
been checkmated. On the second day of what must have 
been a humiliating experience for San Martin, he told 
Bolivar that he would resign his command, remove 
himself from governmental affairs in Argentina and 

, ' 
retlre to France. A letter about Monteagudo's seizure 
and its aftermath must have been the final blow. San 
Martin had given his entire career to the Liberation 
Movement and now found himself essentially alone and 
unsupported. Bolivar was not unsympathetic with the 
plight of San Martin, but could not accept a challenge 
to his own pre-eminence. Eight years later he would be 
i n an entirely similar position. It is a paradox that 
when Monteagudo arrived back in Quayaquil from Panama, 
Bolivar was much taken by his brilliance, eloquence and 
experience. This was a man he wanted on his staff. 
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Interesting too is the fact that Manuela had known 
Monteagudo in Lima and had thought very highly of him. 
He became a member of Bolivar's inner circle, but was 
murdered soon thereafter. 

Towards the end of the Ecuadorean campaigns and 
during the conquest of Peru, Bolivar began to 
experience and vocalize significant changes in 
attitude. There were a number of reasons for this, in 
the first place his tuberculosis had become much worse 
and interrupted his active campaigning. Some expressed 
the opinion that his excessive womanizing played a part 
in the progress of his disease and, in fact, Bolivar 
himself indicated that this might be true. Also 
Santander who had been selected and supported by 
Bolivar as the Vice President of Colombia to act for 
Bolivar when the latter was actively campaigning, 
became jealous of the fame and glory being received by 
Sucre and Bolivar. While the President was in Ecuador 
and Santander was serving in his stead, he convinced 
the Colombian congress to terminate the authority it 
had previously conferred upon Bolivar to be both 
President and Commander of military operations outside 
the boundaries of Colombia. In addition to the 
practical difficulties this presented in the field, it 
also indicated the transient nature of Bolivar's power 
and popularity. Although the leaders in Peru had given 
him dictatorial powers, they repeatedly worked against 
him and probably connived with Santander to further 
limit his effectiveness. Then too, the spanish 
royalist threat was much reduced after the Riego Revolt 
in 1820. In this incident General Riego and his force 
of twenty-two thousand men, who were about to sail for 
South America, mutinied and forced Ferdinand to rescind 
the orders. Subsequently few, if any new Spanish 
troops or supporting munitions were supplied to sustain 
the royalist cause. In order to meet the costs of the 
Wars of Liberation Venezuela , Ecuador, Colombia, and 
Peru.had been financially plundered by both sides, 
causlng great resentment. Bolivar increasingly 
realized that he was primarily a soldier and military 
leader and wanted above all else, the fame and glory of 
leading a victorious army. He had corne to realize that 
the subjugated areas left behind as his campaigns 
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progressed, could only be controlled by his personal 
presence and the assertion of his absolute authority. 
There were constant political brush fires and crises to 
be dealt with. He seemed to be assuming the role of a 
wily statesman and dictator rather than fervent patriot 
a nd idealist. He came to trust few people outside of 
his elite office corps, and even had to accept some 
defections from that group. Finally, the vision of 
unqualified success in developing a federation of Latin 
American republics under his presidency was rapidly 
f ading. He was beginning to accept the ultimate 
possibility that his regime would be brought down and 
his power lost. It had happened to Napoleon and other 
similar figures who had been his role models. He had 
even begun to be painfully aware of potential 
disloyalty among his soldiers and officers. Many of 
the best of the latter had already been lost in battle. 
One of the Peruvian officers became an implacable enemy 
because of his wife's affair with Bolivar. The 
Colombian congressional edicts meant that these men had 
to be sent home without delay. Adverse circumstances, 
as well as his natural tendencies caused him to resort 
to tyrannical methods. He became progressively 
disillusioned, or at least rationalized his dictatorial 
methods in this way. Nevertheless, his indomitable 
spirit never changed and he continued to be at his best 
when he faced adversity with the odds against him. 
Similarly, his phenomenal courage never failed him. 

T~e barbarity of the military campaigns and the 
suffe~~ng experien7ed bY,the civilian populations 
(patrlot and :oya~lst allke) were shocking, and the 
areas where flghtlng had occurred were financially 
dev~stated . In general the patriot forces were poorly 
equ~pped and numerically inferior to the opp , 
Spanis~ forces. At times also they were poo~~lnied 
but thls was true for the Spanish forces as weil S 
Oft the best soldiers at Bolivar's disposal were· orne 
ve erans of the Napoleonic Wa . 
well served by English and Ir:sh' BH~ was partlcularly 

1S rlgades. Many of h' 
most compete~t and trusted officers also were from 1S 

Euro~e~n armles. H?wever, his native troops performed 
prodIgIous feats whIle ~nduring terrible hardships. 
The Llaneros were guerrIlla bands which had defeated 
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Bolivar early in the Venezuelan campaigns, but changed 
sides and became key elements in his later military 
successes. In reading about these horsemen from the 
sparsely populated areas of eastern Venezuela and . 
Colombia, one is reminded of the followers of Genghls 
Khan. They were unbelievably fierce, savage, and grave 
and were able to operate with minimal support. They 
were ably led by one of their own General Paez, who was 
later to defy Santander's authority while Bolivar was 
campaigning in Peru. The fighting in Venezuela and 
Colombia went back and forth with victories and defeats 
on both sides until the Battle of Boyaca Colombia in 
1819. Following it the Spanish General Committee 
surrendered his forces and ended organized opposition 
to the patriot cause in Northern Latin America. 

It was not until the latter stages of the 
campaigns in Venezuela and Colombia that Bolivar was 
able to devote some of his energies to the creation of 
a governmental structure separate from, but supportive 
of the military establishment. His efforts to 
accomplish this in the Congress of Angusturo Venezuela 
in 1817 were only partially successful, and although he 
was urged to assume the Presidency as well as remaining 
Commander in Chief of the Military of Gran Colombia, he 
realized that this would only be suitable for the short 
term. occupying both positions meant that as Commander 
in Chief he would have to make unpopular decisions, and 
as President would have to delegate his 
responsibilities to others while he was in the field 
with the army. It was the appointment of those 
designees that gave him great problems as he continued 
military operations through Colombia, Ecuador and 
beyond. Some were unwilling to give the necessary 
priority to his requests for money to support his 
tro~p~. othe~s.were merelr inept, ~nd others developed 
polltlcal ambltl0ns of thelr own WhlCh conflicted with 
Bolivar's plans. By the time that the military 
opera~ions in ~e~ezuela had been concluded, ending 
royallst Opposltlon in the area, Bolivar was anxious to 
move on and stated on one occasion that "Nothing can be 
done, because the good people have disappeared and the 
bad ones have multiplied". 
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Whatever the associated obstacles and setbacks, it 
is indisputable that by the mid eighteen-twenties, 
domination of South America by Spain had been 
eliminated and her armies defeated. Tragically within 
a few short years thereafter, the military leader and 
the one with the vision of an association of 
constitutional republics throughout the continent, was 
dying of tuberculosis and could not hold the coalition 
together. In addition, sucre and Monteagudo had been 
killed and his elite corps of officers was 
disintegrating. Previous colleagues, prominently 
including Standander, were vying for power and Bolivar 
was rapidly becoming persona non grata. There simply 
was not a stable system of civilian government beneath 
the military autocracy. Gran Colombia was being broken 
up into the separate entities from which it was 
originally created, and the great vision of a well 
organized federation of Latin American states was lost, 
probably forever. 

What motivated this man Simon Bolivar to champion 
the cause of freedom for Latin America? The question 
is a difficult one to answer. He was born to very rich 
and prominent parents of Spanish descent, who left him 
great wealth. He had been given the opportunity to 
acquire education both in organized schools and later 
with private tutors, first in Caracas and then in Spain 
and France. He had real intellectual leanings and was 
an avid reader. In 1824 he wrote Simon Rodriques, whom 
he considered his mentor, stating "you educated my 
heart to liberty, to justice, to greatness and beauty". 
Certainly then intellectual and philosophical 
convictions and a commitment to freedom must have 
played a part in what he did. He is known to have 
studied Rousseau and voltaire extensively: to have 
been an admiring student of the Declaration of 
Independence of the united states, and was an ardent 
admirer of both George Washington and Thomas Jefferson. 
In addition, he had always been interested in military 
affairs and held Napoleon in highest regard. It is not 
surprising, therefore, that he aspired to and did 

become a gifted military lea,der in the cause of 
d t he a ssociated liberation, and one who thrlve on 

power. 
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Bolivar, who was born in 1783, lost his father at 
three years of age and his mother six years later in 
1792. It was his paternal uncle who managed his large, 
inherited estate until he was able to do so. Bolivar's 
quest was not for material possessions or social 
prominence, both of which were his by birth right. 

He was very bright, highly travelled, 
sophisticated, and possessed all of the social skills 
and attributes of the privileged class. There is not 
much information concerning his relationships with 
women prior to his marriage, but thereafter there were 
innumerable brief liaisons and one prevailing love 
affair. His relationship with Manuela Saenz began in 
Quito Ecuado in 1822 and persisted until his death in 
1830. There are reasons to believe that at times 
Bolivar sought to control the degree of his involvement 
with, and dependence upon Manuela, but there is no 
doubt that she provided uninterrupted devotion and 
loyalty to him. She understood his great vision, his 
overpowering drive to achieve his goals, and most 
important, his personal needs both emotional and 
physical. Manuela was a child conceived out of wedlock 
to a family of great prominence in Quito and was 
generally rejected by the proper matriarchs of society. 
In addition to the circumstances of her birth she was 
resented not only for being very beautiful, but because 
her behavior was both bold and non-conforming, and 
because she made no effort to hide her love affair with 
Bolivar, even though she was a married woman. For 
Bolivar, the relationship with Manuela was most 
important since he was able to discuss his innermost 
thoughts and plans with her, although he found it very 
difficult to so reveal himself to others. From her he 
could accept challenges to his ideas and aspirations 
since he knew she was devoted to him and would not 
betray his trust. Only his relationship to Manuela was 
different and enduring. It was not until after his 
first Peruvian campaign that Manuela was to exert a 
directive influence on his daily life. Bolivar had 
become seriously ill with tuberculosis during the 
operation and had to be evacuated by ship. Manuela 
took charge of his care and became an integral part of 
his headquarters staff. She controlled his 
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. 11 non-ffairs, sparing h~m ~ . 
appointments and othertatimes she affected mllltary 
essential contactS. ~n so doing. The fact that 
uniform and demeanor ~ . and was displaying 
Bolivar had tuberculos~s,. d;d not discourage 

. of the d~sease, ~ .' t 
unmistakable slgns , with him. She did lnS1S , 
her in any way from b~~n~imself to her as she had to 
however, that he comm~ . succeeded in this quest, 
him. She really never , qu~te down the Magdelena River 

. h' final Journey , and even ln 1S . C lombia in self-lmposed 
, n30 as he was leavlng 0 'It was ~n 10 , ' tt d to accompany hlm. 
exile, she was not perml e b d to his disease, near the 
on this trip that he succu:tea e 47 years. It is worth 
small city of san~a M~rta ,gd of his l ife, when he 
noting that in th~s f1n~li~erl~hen he had been 
must have known he wa~ t~os~'WhO had formerly served 
discredited by ma~y 0 . t be through with 
under him and wh~le profess~ng 0 , 

military ~ffa irs, politics and other prob~em~ of,trY1ng 
to govern, he also was casting ~bout ~or lnd~cat1on7 
that he might still prevail aga~nst h~s enemles. H1S 
pride, self confidence, and ambition had not deserted 
him, even though he was frequently too weak to stand. 

After having been adored and honored, he was now 
despised by many and increasingly ignored. It was a 
sad time for a proud, autocratic, egocentric and 
unforgiving Latin leader. Admittedly he was more a 
military commander than a statesman, and his pre
occupation with romantic interludes detracted from his 
image, but he was also an idealist, and a dedicated 
patriot, who devoted amazing energy to freeing South 
America from spain, and to transforming its entire 
governmental system. Having no family of his own he 
concentrated his affected and loyalty on the members of 
his staff and upon Manuela. His failure after heroic 
effort was largely a function o f the inability of 
disparate national groups to accept the essential 
constraints, responsibilities and heavy costs of the 
prospective s~stem. Bolivar had played for high stakes 
on many occas~ons, and recognized the involved risks 
Given the c ~rcumstances he faced his accomplishments' 
w~r~ except l o~a~ and he should be neither censored nor 
pItIed for fallIng to attain a unified system of 
government. 




